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1997 CM1 Internet project report by S Wilkes.








	The title of my project was The Halogens, a family group of elements contained in group 7.  


	It was the purpose of the project to provide a light-hearted tutorial on the elements, concentrating more on their uses in society than on lists of facts and figures about them. I tried to make the information provided engaging rather than instructive, as not everyone who’d be reading it in the future would have a natural desire to learn about the subject.


	My HTML <head> tags were used to identify the pages of code, and to indicate the source of the information on the page. While I rearranged the information and made it into comfortably readable English, the actual facts are not straight from my own knowledge, I instead mostly used my inorganic textbook from home.


	The Internet showed vastly varying degrees of usefulness when it came to finding information from my search requests. When given broad subject names, for instance the ‘halogens’, I got some 20,000 responses of web pages to look at. However, when given only a specific halogen, for instance ‘fluorine’, Yahoo only gave me approx. 15 appropriate sites. 


	I mainly used Yahoo as it is very easy to use and clearly laid out, as well as being the search engine I have always used in the past. When Yahoo failed me, however, I tried every other engine available, and eventually found Lycos to be rather useful, particularly in providing pictures, as using it it’s possible to do picture-specific searches. Despite this, I still couldn’t find any pictures of Chlorine or fluorine gas, though I did find an atomic explosion for fluorine, again using Lycos.


	When looking for links to each halogen, I had little trouble (using Yahoo) except for links relating to flourine. I obtained a large number of  ‘hits’, but none of them were particularly useful or appropriate. In the end I have provided links to a toothpaste site (a fluoride toothpaste) and a review I found of some flourine-based car-waxing agents. Not particularly useful, but unfortunately the best I was provided with. 


